
The Hamlet of Milton Center began at the point where the Middle Line Road intersects Geyser 
Road.  The Kayaderosseras Creek flows through this area in an easterly direction. Here, the first 
gristmill was established by General James Gordon just after the Revolutionary War.   It is said that he 
gathered materials for building the mill before hostilities broke out, and that the millstones were left 
leaning against trees. The war postponed construction of the mill, and the stones reportedly had sunk 
half-way into the ground before peace enabled the General to complete his plans.  Another important 
family who contributed to the evolution of Milton Center were the Rugg family, who came just after the 
Revolutionary War.  Sylvanus Rugg, was a wheelwright, and opened a shop in Milton Center which 
supplied the people of the region for many years. He produced wagon and buggy wheels, and also did 
a good business in the production of spinning-wheels for the households and factories in the region. 
By 1830, his sons Sylvanus Jr. and Seth Rugg had opened a tannery which they operated for several 
years before selling it to a Mr. Morey, who then offered it to Jacob Adams, who later sold it to Samuel 
Haight. Samuel Haight operated the mill continually into the 1880’s. By 1880, about one hundred people 
were employed in this tanning and currying operation processing goat and kid hides totaling about two 
hundred and thirty hides a day. The finished hides from the tannery were sent mostly to New York City, 
and more than half of that was exported to Europe.  The growing community attracted other settlers 
and businesses to meet their needs which included the Frink-Kellogg Store, and the Freelander 
Blacksmith Shop and Hotel. James Thompson, a prominent attorney and community leader also 
operated a law office here.   
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